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Welcome

Welcome to the Ann Arbor Church of
Christ! We are so glad God brought you to
us today and it’s our prayer that He will use
us to bring you even closer to Him.

During our Sunday morning worship
hour we offer a Bible-based worship
program for children ages 3 through 1st
Grade, and 2nd-4th Grade. Children who
wish to participate will be dismissed after the
Lord’s Supper. There is also a cry room for
training small children in the back of the
auditorium where you and your children can
still see and hear the service.

If you would like to know more about
us, our services, or our ministries, one of our
shepherds or ministers will be happy to talk
with you. We would love to help you in any
way we can!

Our Shepherds:

Terry Dalrymple 769-7367

Jon Keith 747-6827
Karl Luttrell 995-4407
Jim Mattocks 433-0217

%2 Upcomin
Events.

Dec 13 |Holiday Program - Wrapping Day
Dec 20 |Holiday Program - Delivery
Dec 25 |Christmas Holiday

This Week’s Church Billboard

"Live simply. Love
generously. Care deeply.

Speak kindly. Leave the
rest to God. "

Visit us on the web at:
www.AnnArborChurchOfChrist.com

Christmas Letter from Jesus

It has come to my attention that many of you are
upset that folks are taking My name out of the season.
How | personally feel about this celebration can probably be
most easily understood by those of you who have been
blessed with children of your own.. | don't care what you call
the day. If you want to celebrate My birth, just GET ALONG
AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

Now, having said that let Me go on. If it bothers you that the
town in which you live doesn't allow a scene depicting My
birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santas and snowmen
and put in a small Nativity scene on your own front lawn.

If all My followers did that there wouldn't be any need for
such a scene on the town square because there would be
many of them all around town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree
a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It was | who
made all trees. You can remember Me anytime you see any
tree. Decorate a grape vine if you wish. | actually spoke of
that one in a teaching, explaining who | am in relation to you
and what each of our tasks were. If you have forgotten that
one, look up John 15: 1 - 8.

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance of My
birth here is my wish list. Choose something from it:

1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My
birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love and hope
to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and
lonely this time of year. | know, they tell Me all the time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't have to know
them personally.. They just need to know that someone
cares about them.

Continued on page 4

3rd-5th 6rade Reading Schedule

December 13 Mark14:1-25 December 17 Mark15:27-47

December 14 Mark14:26-50 December 18 Mark 16

December 15 Mark14:51-72 December 19 Luke 1:1-23

December 16 Mark15:1-26




News ¢+ Notes

“Donate a Tree”

Special Christmas
Request from
Keith Gafner

Remember our special collection
this morning for Keith Gafner’s “Donate a Tree” effort in
the Baringo area in Africa. His work will help to create a
self-sustaining means for 279 families to survive
drought and famine by selling the fruit of the Apple
Mango tree. Here’s how Keith describes it:

Rejoice!

Before church
this past Sunday, 16 people were baptized from
two churches, Rock Center and Saroiyot. Praise
the Lord, Kirsten and Ruth were among the 16.
Above are two pictures of Kirsten and Ruth in the
water before the baptism.

“For those of you who do not know me, | invest in
projects that | think will succeed! | think that they have
the knowledge now and definitely the desire to have an
income. This should make this project to be successful!
| cannot meet their full request from my budget, so, | am

Keith & Grace asking you to join along with us.

(Our missionaries in Africa) Here are some facts:
. o 1 12 churches, consisting of 279 families, are asking for 9
HOI'dGY BU||dm9 Use trees each. So a total of 2511 trees.

Church has asked, and received trees this Holiday Season?

permission to use the b_uiIding 1 tree to purchase, transport to site, DAP and CAN
during the following holiday hours: fertilizers for planting and for the first three years will

Christmas Eve service (Dec. 24th) from 6 pm cost $4.75. So, 9 trees will cost $42.75.

to 9 pm Total Budget cost for this project is:
2511 trees X $4.75 = $11,927.

To establish a nursery for the future is about $300

Please note that the Hope l_th % Would you be willing to sponsor 1 tree or a family with 9

Christmas Service (Dec. 25th) 10 am to 12 am

New Year Service (Dec. 31st). 11 pm to 12:30 am

(next day, Friday, Hope church will not meet for If each of us would do a I|tt|e, we can help them to
Friday service) begin on the road of self-sustainability in the future. If

dededeok e e ook ok ke ok ek ke we do not get all of this money, then we will divide the
money equally so that all 279 families will get some
trees. | plan to invest in the project with what my Work
Fund Budget will allow.

Also, please keep in mind that according to our

current contract with the Hope Church, they have

the following times and spaces reserved on a

weekly basis: The trees should start bearing fruit 4 to 5 years after
planting.

Egl?o(?/?grip(ll%i %fnog? gggsrcﬁ)ﬁ:?num’ Our brethren will do the following:

1. Fence the area of the trees
Monday-Saturday (5:30-7:30 am) — Auditorium 2. Dig the holes properly
3. Water the trees when the rains are not there
4. Monitor the progress of each family and travel with
the local Ministry of Agriculture Officer for expert advice

Friday Evenings (5:30-10:00 pm) — Any space
necessary

Saturday Mornings (9:00am — 12:00 pm) —

Thank May the Lord BI i
Fellowship and Auditorium anks and May the Lord Bless you as you consider

this Christmas Prayer Request.
2nd Saturdays (6 — 9 pm) Choir practice Serving Christ,

All Hours — Use of AAHC office space Keith A. Gafner




Sunday Morning December 13, 2009

Worship Guide

gﬂmtﬂy

Announcements

“"Mercy, Not Sacrifice”

Guest Speaker: Greg Stevenson

#C1 “Shout to the Lord”

Darryl Canty Welcome

#3808 “Abide With Me”

Kelli Glenn Scripture Reading: Matthew 11:28-30
Mike Kinard Prayer

#18 “Faithful Love”

Jay Lambert Communion & Offering
Special Collection for Keith Gafner

#C4 “Lord For Your Glory”
Greg Stevenson Sermon
#C21 “Here In This Place”

Song Leader: Bryan Jobe

™ $

Sunday Morning Servants

December 13 December 20

Scripture Reading Kelli Glenn Rob Fagerlund
Morning Prayer Mike Kinard Randy Hoffman
Communion Prayer: Jay Lambert Robert Parker

Communion Servers Randy Hoffman*

for the Qunal Jackson
Month of December: Rob Fagerlund
Jay Lambert

Jon Keith

Rex Leyman

*Denotes Lead server who is responsible for making sure other servers are
ready to go each week during the month.

Pantry Item Collection

There will be no pantry item collected
for December, to give everyone a chance to
focus on our Holiday Program and other
outreach efforts.

2009 Holiday Program

Our 2009
Holiday Program is
underway! This
hoIiday season we
are “adopting” three
families in Ann Arbor,
contacted through the Mlchlgan Department
of Human Services. Paid for in part by our
Football Parking program, this service
project allows us to put our faith into action
and gives all of us an opportunity to get
involved in the community. Our goal this
year is not only to help these families during
the holidays, but to begin to build
relationship by working with them all year
long (more details to come!). Our Christmas
program is the first step in this plan.

Help us Wrap Presents

Everyone is invited to our wrapping party
TODAY! During class time we will provide
the paper and ribbons to get all of our
packages wrapped and decorated for
Christmas delivery.

Pray

Please pray for the success of
this project! Only with the
power of prayer will we
successfully overcome the
many challenges we face in
meeting the needs and wishes
of our adopted families.

Please Note

Romona is in the process of moving
to a new apartment, and her land line in the
old apartment is scheduled to be
disconnected. At the moment she's not sure
when her new phone will be activated, so
for now, just call her on her cell! Her cell
number is: 734-355-8934. Thanks!




Attended Nursery

12/13 Sonya, Brittany and Becca Brugh
12/20 Kelli Rupard
12/27 Becky and Mary

**Please Staff Nursery at the Start of Worship™*

Service Times

Sunday:
Bible Classes for All Ages 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:30 a.m.

(Nursery & Children's Program available)
Bible Study and Fellowship 6:00 p.m
(Communion Available)

Wednesdays:
(Changes from week to week)
This Week - Community Outreach

Family Report

Sunday Giving (12/06) $3,181
Weekly Budget $3,175

Life Groups

Life Groups meet
on Sunday afternoons,
Sunday evenings and at other :
times during the week. Interested members meet
together in homes throughout the area for Bible
study and discussion. The relaxed and casual
environment of these small groups encourages a
closer and more personal relationship with each
other.

If you would be interested in joining a Life
Group, please talk to any of our shepherds,
ministers or group leaders and they will help you
find the group most convenient to you.

Our Deacons

Michael Boyd
Community Outreach

Tim Bradburn
5th-8th Grade Educ.

Bryan Jobe
Worship

Randy Hoffman
Building & Grounds

Our Minister

Darryl Canty Youth Minister
662-6780
darryl@shelter7.org

Office (734) 662-2756

“We live to share the
Love and Truth of
Jesus Christ!”

Christmas Letter from Jesus continued

3. Instead of writing the President complaining about the
wording on the cards his staff sent out this year, why don't you
write and tell him that you'll be praying for him and his family
this year. Then follow up.. It will be nice hearing from you
again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can't afford
and they don't need, spend time with them. Tell them the story
of My birth, and why | came to live with you down here. Hold
them in your arms and remind them that | love them.

5. Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him
or her.

6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take
their own life this season because they feel so alone and

hopeless? Since you don't know who that person is, try giving
everyone you meet a warm smile; it could make the difference.

7. Instead of nit picking about what the retailer in your town
calls the holiday, be patient with the people who work there.
Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren't
allowed to wish you a "Merry Christmas" that doesn't keep you
from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sunday..
If the store didn't make so much money on that day they'd
close and let their employees spend the day at home with their
families.

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary-
- especially one who takes My love and Good News to those
who have never heard My name.

9. Here's a good one. There are individuals and whole families
in your town who not only will have no "Christmas" tree, but
neither will they have any presents to give or receive. If you
don't know them, buy some food and a few gifts and give them
to the Salvation Army or some other charity which believes in
Me and they will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in
and loyalty to Me, then behave like a Christian. Don't do things
in secret that you wouldn't do in My presence. Let people know
by your actions that you are one of mine.

Don't forget; | am God and can take care of Myself. Just love
Me and do what | have told you to do. I'll take care of all the
rest. Check out the list above and get to work; time is short. I'll
help you, but the ball is now in your court. And do have a most
blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and
remember :

| LOVE YOU, JESUS




