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Going negative

Are Christians unChristian?

HE BARNMA GROUT, A RESFECTED CHRISTTAN SURYEY
organkeation, revenily asked yousgy peagle o @aialy which
perceptions they most stronghy associate with Christzaniy.
The three most comeonly sgreed-upon were: anti-bomosesl,
Jurdgmmarnial, amd Bypocritical

Bawrmea grevsichent Trovid Einnserom amd co-author Gabe Lyors
ootclede n L Clvianion (Heker, 2007) that Chrigtzans “hame
hecome famous for what we oppase, sather Ben wha e oe”

Cme cam'tdismiss these findings as the result of based nwedia o ignoranst
respandends, ket of thoee polled report knowing Christians perscmally and 5
cumsideratile perceniage bave spentsignificant tme i churchies themsshees.
Whal's muree, lange portinn e of poung Christias sgoee, smd wormy, exphin the
Adithors, st e nChristinn mheige T oo ong ol sl Epresoation
rathser cham oneof worbd restonation.”

Aocording o BnChrstae, siv negative themes infuse voung people's perorptions
of the modern Christian church: hypocrisy, treptmen of roisiders as eomversion
tarpein, hatred of homosexuals, weclusion from the reall word, over-politiclmiion,
and eondetssiion.

maudmd'wﬂmmnrrﬂ:f':lhumtulwmrd'mmlhyuqn
divorce, and tha many are unlikely 1o assist AIDS cepluans despile Christzn
grmeroeity to other causes, They alsodetve into the interviews cthat eecompanied
their surveys, revealing wounds that yourg non-Chrstans bave received af e
Toanks of {hose wi call themeshes Christian. Joff, 5 25-venr-old interyiewed for
thie pregerd, pud i Db |y “Chorrstiaee talk alwd bobieg
ain and keving sinners, bul the way thiy
o o thiings, they might e well call it
whant it is. They haie the sin and the
winner”

Wik the reszyge of [ieCfrntar

H argualily casd b ughes.
Mot only do the behaviors
Kinnasran asd Lyons doos-
ment wrongly “brand”
Chrustiamity, it's equally troe
that By peeriey and unfirghee-
ks are wickal. Likewise,
while Christian political petivism
sometimes spells, for cutsiders,
imieresi m political power that doesne
seemy makched by merey towsrd the
ik, it alkes ks Chrissiars b
Fppet sl political candicabes
whaose views e cleary b odds
wirh Christianity

In responee i this woeful

sl o alFairg the suthors

exchioet Chrislism izl j
1o reatuen 1o cthe baldlical
messpgzes of Jove and

mercy tovard outsaders, “Wonld
we he that different,” they ask, “il
were nuf fur Gl grace?* @




